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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the factors that make university golfers consider quitting and to analyze the relative importance
per factor for considering to quit playing in order to provide basic data for systematic athlete management and fostering. By doing so,
it aims at contributing to the establishment of an environment in which participation in sports can become an important foothold for per-
sonal growth and development. For the research method, an open questionnaire was developed through literary analysis, and data were
collected from university golfers to perform inductive content analysis. Afterwards, an analytic hierarchy process was performed on the
factors for quitting the sport examined through the inductive content analysis to analyze the relative importance of each factor for
quitting. The results of the study are as follows. First, the factors for university golfers to quit competitive golfing were found to be in-
jury, financial burdens, insufficient abilities, loss of motivation, concerns for the future, poor performance, efc. Second, the relative im-
portance of factors for amateur university golfers to quit golfing was in the order of insufficient abilities (.179), poor performance (.174),
concerns for the future (.170), loss of motivation (.168), financial burdens (.163), and injury (.143), while for professional university golfers,
it was in the order of injury (.212), financial burden (.211), poor performance (.164), loss of motivation (.156), concerns for the future
(.132), and insufficient abilities (.125). In conclusion, while there may be some differences in the type of sport, the experiences and diffi-
culties faced by athletes were generally similar. However, there were differences in the impact per factor that played a decisive role for
athletes to quit their sport depending on the sport, type and individual features and circumstances.

Key words : golf, university athletes, dropout, AHP
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