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Exploration on Sports Athletes' Ethical Conflict Experiences
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to understand what ethical conflict situations soccer players experience, analyze how soccer players cope
with these ethical conflict situations, and finally to suggest ways to improve soccer players’ ability to cope with ethical conflict situations.
As a research method to achieve the research purpose, a qualitative case study method was selected, and five male professional soccer
players and five female unemployment soccer players were selected as research participants and the results were as follows. First, the
ethical conflict experiences faced by soccer players were 1) conflict experiences of unfair demand situations by leaders, 2) conflict expe-
riences of unfair demand situations by seniors, 3) conflict experiences between communities and individuals, and 4) conflict experience in
game management. Second, as a result of grasping how the players cope with the above conflict situation, it was found that 1) passive
response according to instructions, 2) unintended recognitionist response, 3) communistic response that prioritizes the team over in-
dividuals, and 4) consequential response. Third, the measures to improve soccer players’ ability to cope with ethical conflicts were 1) to
develop and implement programs to strengthen communication capabilities between leaders and players; 2) to develop mentoring programs
to improve relationships; 4) to strengthen customized sports ethics education and ethical conflict resolution training.

Key words : Soccer player, business team, professional team, ethical conflict, decision making, sports ethics
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